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Acquisition of Dignity is a suspense novel 

about strategy, wealth, power, military 

confrontation, eternal friendship, love and 

deliverance. Six men who became friends 

during their youth at a military academy 

reunite after years of separation when they 

attend the funeral of a former loved one. 

They never imagined how that reunion 

would change their lives and set a 

trajectory that would shake the country 

and rattle the world. When they realize 

that one friend needs assistance with his 

business, they bring their diverse 

knowledge and military experience to his 

aid. With strategic discipline, they 

approach each business situation in a 

military manner, carefully planning each 

maneuver as if it was a War Game 

ultimately transforming a small technology 

firm into a multi-billion-dollar global 

military defense conglomerate that is one 

of the most powerful corporations in the 

world.  Their success would be challenged 

when a simple gesture to use their 

capabilities and influence to investigate 

suspicious activities of a government 

agency in an old neighborhood would put 

them at war with their former employer 

and largest client – the U.S. government. 

In a fight for survival they are forced to 

reclaim their military experience in 

combat, espionage, counter-intelligence, 

and test their bond. 

When Giordan Hunt, the CEO follows 

through on a simple request from Acie his 

elderly childhood mentor, what he and his 

partners find out is shocking. They reveal a 

connection between the U.S. government 

including the President, a South American 

Drug cartel and a scientific research firm. 

While continuing to conquer the business 

world on the front lines, they utilize their 

resources and experience to execute covert 

operations. They set out to destroy drug 

transport vessels sailing along the Mexican 

and South American borders that are being 

escorted by the U.S. Navy which is not 

aware of the contraband onboard; and to 

expose the money laundering of drug 

money from Russia through an American 

research firm. When their actions become 

known they become targets for the 

government and the cartel.  Their efforts 

are thwarted when Giordan’s daughter is 

kidnapped by the cartel.  When they realize 

the odds are not in their favor, they develop 

an unorthodox strategy of military 

operations and urban warfare, and 

assemble a team of renegades comprised of 

highly skilled former Navy and Marine 

Corps soldiers who left the service under 

unjust situations and former Drug Cartel 

lieutenants and hitmen with contracts on 

their life. This rare team of renegades, 

codename R135 is utilized to take on the 

U.S. government and a dominant Cartel in 

a quest to destroy an international drug 

ring and uncover a high-level government 

conspiracy. 
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The weekend had arrived.  It was Friday and Cymonne had nervously and anxiously awaited the 

last 10 days for this moment.  Ms. Thomasberger had observed Cymonne's behavior over the last 

week and it was obvious to her that Cymonne was both excited and afraid of this journey.   

"So, are you ready, Dr. Abeni?"   

"Yes, send the next patient in.", Cymonne calmly responds.   

Ms. Thomasberger laughs and says, "I wasn't referring to the next patient. I was referring to your 

trip this weekend."   

"Oh." Cymonne says with a chuckle.  "I believe I am but it doesn't matter because I am going 

anyway!"  "Honestly I am afraid.  The uncertainty of it all has me scared to death."  

"You will be okay and everything will work out fine." Ms. Thomasberger responds in an 

encouraging  tone.  "Have you told Moyette anything?" 

"Not really.  I told her that I was going to New Jersey to visit a friend.  She seemed to be okay 

with it.  Anyway, she will be spending the weekend at her best friend’s home.  I don't think she 

will notice that I am gone."  

"She'll miss you. She always misses you." 

"We will see about that! 

They both laugh as they make eye contact. 

"Okay send in the next and final patient." Cymonne politely asks. 

The workday had come to an end and Cymonne and Ms. Thomasberger performed the routine for 

closing the office.   Before they leave for the day, they hugged each other.  Ms. Thomasberger 

being her usual self, dispensed elderly advice to Cymonne.   



 Chapter 2 - The Journey 

 

Claude Garretson 

Acquisition of Dignity    3   Copyrighted 1993-2017 

  

 

"Keep an open mind and follow your heart.  If love still connects the two of you then you can build 

on it.  Be mature about it and not too analytical.  Finding that special person is difficult. I found it 

with my late husband.  The reason I never dated is that I have not stopped loving him. It would be 

unfair for me to have another man in my life knowing that I am unable to let him in emotionally.  

The loneliness is difficult and even overwhelming at times but I am just not ready and do not know 

if I will ever be ready.   This is the blessing and the curse for the gift of true love.  If you can find 

or reignite that with Giordan, grab it, treasure it because it is rare. True love…."  She stopped in 

mid-sentenced and her mind drifted off.   She returns and finishes, "Anyway one of us needs to be 

in a loving relationship! Enjoy yourself.  I am looking forward to your return on Tuesday to get 

the update!"   

"Thank you.  Thank you for the advice.  If you need me you know how to reach me.  Enjoy your 

weekend." 

Ms. Thomasberger continues in a soft and serious tone.  "One last thing, I just want you to know 

that I have enjoyed every day working with you Dr. Abeni.  You are really a wonderful woman 

and person.  I don't think I could have handled the loss of my husband if I had been anyplace else.  

Working here has provided me fulfillment and purpose. God knows what I would have done if I 

was forced to remain home alone.  I want to say, thank you for being there for me. I will forever 

love you for giving me the opportunity because we both know I did not have the skills and 

experience for this job." 

"Thank you!  You have provided so much value to me and the business. I don’t think I would have 

been able to build my practice into what it is today in such a short time.  You have never given me 
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a reason to regret brining you onboard. Skills or no skills. "   Cymonne sincerely responds. 

"Cymonne do me a favor and call me when you arrive in New Jersey.  I want to know that you 

made it safely."  

"I can do that!  Here are Giordan's contact numbers just in case. " 

"Thanks.  Now get on your way." 

They hugged each other again. 

"Good bye.  Again, enjoy your weekend." Cymonne says. 

"Good bye.  Cymonne", Ms. Thomasberger responds. 

 

It is a beautiful summer evening, perfect for driving.  Cymonne enjoyed driving and thus decided 

to take the road trip instead of flying.   Giordan tried numerous times to convince her to fly but 

Cymonne did not want to be bothered with airport hassles.  She got on the road to take her journey 

to fulfill her destiny. 

 

Early the next morning the phone rings.  

"Hello, Giordan speaking."  

"Hello, my name is Diane Thomasberger.  I worked for Dr. Cymonne Abeni." 

"Yes.  How are you? I am waiting for Cymonne's arrival. How may I help you, Ms. 

Thomasberger?" 

Desperately trying to hold back her tears, "Giordan, I am sad to say that I have just been notified 

that Dr. Abeni was in an auto accident on I-85 early this morning.” 
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“She was in a car accident?” Giordan nervously responds. 

“Yes.” 

“How is she? What happened?” 

 Mrs. Thomasberger could not contain her emotions anymore and began crying. 

“Cymonne was killed. I do not have any other details at this moment.  All I was told was that it 

was a head-on collision. She was not wearing her seatbelt and died on the scene. She may have 

survived if she was wearing her seat belt.  I am truly, truly sorry to share such horrific news.  I am 

devastated.  I don’t know what I am going to do."   

There was an extended moment of silence. 

Giordan responds in a cracking voice.  "No! That can't be true, that just cannot be true." 

"I am sorry Giordan but it is true." 

They both quietly shed tears.  In another moment of silence, two people who did not know each 

other now hung from a common tether dangling from a bridge of despair that connected their 

present reality and their uncertain future.  Together they dangled over an ocean of loneliness 

wondering about what was to come of their lives. 

"I will provide you with additional details as I receive them and Giordan.”  

“Thank you. I would appreciate that very much.”  

“Also you should expect a call from someone regarding Dr. Abeni's Will and Estate."   

"Why would anyone call me regarding her Will and Estate?" Giordan inquisitively asks. 

"I really cannot provide any details.  She was looking forward to seeing you and I think she has 

some personal belongings she would want you to take responsibility. I am not knowledgeable in 
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these matters so I cannot tell you much.  Just expect a phone call." 

"Ok." Giordan responds in a confused tone. 

“Good bye, Giordan.” 

“Good bye, Diane.” 
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Registered readers can participate in the Acquisition of Dignity blog to 

interact with other readers, the author, and content of the book.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Claude’s previous book, Loveology, A Soliloquy of a 

Man’ Heart is available.   To order a signed copy, 

email us @ shareyourstory@ihadahappy.com. 

 

  
ihadahappy 

 

 

Share Your Story 
 

mailto:shareyourstory@ihadahappy.com
http://www.facebook.com/ihadahappy

